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__ EOITORIAL.....BY JOn RAVIN

...,

RANDOM 'PABAGRAPHS GENERATED, BY MY FEEBLE MIND

IR g R ; Cr e
A3 all of you no doubt know, thié;mimeozingmﬁqs inspired by &
talk Hugo Gornsback gave before the K MITSFS in Octéber of 196Q. Mr, '
Gernsback was, and still is, very much concerned about the state of ™.
sclence fictidon and sclence fiction authors. He believes the textbook
type of scilence fiction story ig the best, if not the only, kind of
SF story. Here I tend to disagree with him, Belnhg a student at M. I. T.,
I feel I have the right to pet avay from Science when I relax. I enjoy
Just »lain reading for enjoyment. I learn enough science during the day;
-~ I'want to relax vhen I pick up a book to read. I read SF because I -
find that this genéral tvpe of fiction appeals to me more than the
- mundane novel, Conflicts between characterd in a novel bore me; I
prefer a good old idterwlanetary war any time. As-long as the author
makes no outright goofs with his science, I don't particularly care
what kind of fantastic devices or forces he uses, -as ‘long as none of
them are pulled out of the hero's golden, skullcap, deus-ex-machina style.

- Ag the title I picked suggests, this is sort of a semi-fanzine.

.1 am not a faaaan. - Only Savill is, out of all those ligted on the
little page under the heading of "coolies." These are ‘fust neorle who
vorked on the 'ziine-(cutting stencils, running it off,.collating, etc.)

-and I'd like to thank them all very much for making it possible to

. get this thing out over the weekend of Jan. 27. If any.of you are °
-interest%ﬂ in seeing a fanzine, I'd suggest that you sehd Ed Meskys

.. (T23A 45" 8treet, Brooklyn 20, N,Y,) 15¢ for a copy of Polhode 3.
- This, I feel, 1s as good an exanrlé as any of a good fanzine.

- As far as the SFS itself, we are mostly people who just like to

. read the "stuff; our most lasting mroject has been our library (for mem-
bers only), which contains about 2000 P.B.'s, H.C.'s, -and magazines,
including a comrlete set of Astounding, which was purchased last year.

.-The only two fans in the Society are Fred Norwood & Bill Sarill.

" Sarill 1s.a nice guy, and did a good deal of the work on this 'zine:
‘he cut all the illos, and tried to teoch us how to cut stencils.

Norwozd, a2 member of the N3F, makes me think of that organization as
“the N4F, o B

For non-SFS members who might be interested, the following is a
1ist of figureheads and other imnortant reople in the SFS.

Iresident-~Court Skinner .. N '
Vice Tresident--Bob Duff :
Secretary--Anthony Lewis (For further details,
Treasurer--Deannée Gross see the Traditions.)
also: Libcom--Norm Humer

Moocom-~Ken Taylor

- Theftcom-~8Sandy Lensch

Jourcom~-Ravin, of . course



The future of this 'zine is r&tler ambiguous now. I =lan to -
sublish 2:o0r.3 times a year until I creduvate (June 1963, I hone).

The 'zine is:free to SFS members. I'm sending conies of the.Tirst issue
to about:20:. meorle outside the Society; if they went anotlier covys X
thev'll hive to send me o letter of comment or 2 contribution of some.
kind., This thing is.not for szleé--vho'd be crazy enouch to buy 4t, .
anyviay? B g, : ~
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-FOREWOED

“n +hs address, "Science Fiction vs Reality," which I gave before the MIT Science Fiction
Zueiety on October 21, 1960, I urged its members to bring out their own science fiction
wogazine, 1 was therefore very pleased and encouraged that the MIT Science Fiction Soci-
sty is now bringing out their own magazine in 1961, Of necessity, such a publication can-
20% contain too meny pages—at least in ite formative years. For that reason I urged that
its editors should print the short-short type of story to conserve space and paper.

Tae short-short is not new in science fiction., I printed a few of them in my former mage-
zines, Then in 1953, in my publication’SCIENCE FICTION+, I offered $100 for every short-,
chort accepted. None could have been more than 1,000 words—just long enough to fill a
single printed page in the magazine, We published a number of very fine stories of this
i3u% over the years, Writers usually shy away from such literature bec se of the severe"
length restriction. Also, the author is likely to think if the idea is good, why cram all
the story into o few words, when you can expand it into a novel? Nevertheless, I do be-
lieve that the abbreviated story in SF has important uses—particluarly to the man with i-
da23, vho wanbs to express himgelf in as few words as possible, and—more important—if he
wanbe to have a permanent reco¥d of his new ideas in the public print for later reference
33 for priority.

T anewer to a special request of the MIT SF Society, I have written a short-shor% especi-
z".ly for the maiden issue of the society's new magazine, as an illustraticn for those who
txre not had an opportunity to see this type of SF story.
) "—"H. Go

TO0  LATE
s Huco (UERNSBACK

For his senior year's thesis, student Alfonso Alpert wanted *

the~ordinary paper. He intended to base it on aplittle-k;gwﬁoaggig?eogﬁggﬂ'
hid appeared in the ELECTRIC EXPERIMENTER magazine in October 1916, page L®
(Vol, i), The account stated that B. Bemier, a German scientist, had noted ’
that ?adium exerted an extraordinary effect on the reception of radio-tele-
graphic signals., The sensitivity of the receiver was increased tremendously
when a sealed %1ass tube containing.radium bromide of 50,000 units (and there--
iorg very weak) had been placed in the proximity of the antenna, Bemier re-
oorsed that signals that could normally not be heard at all came in loud and
clear under the influence of radium,

ilecause Al Alpert was very much interested in radio agtronomy, he thought he
qoulq try out the ldea on the university's big-dish antenna, He quickly '
1qunu”that not one of the scientists had ever heard of a "radium-charged an -
tenna .and most of them pooh-poohed the idea, Nevertheless, through the uni--

(E} 1960 by Hugo Gernsback
A
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versity, Al obtained a number of atomic isotone samples on 1oan’ from'
the Atomic Energy Commission, These were all exceedingly powerful,
from atomic Cobalt isotopes down to a few less energy~laden ones.

During the weeks that followed, Al, with “the- help of several
technicians, located the isotopes near the focal point of the dish=
shaped antenna and immediately noted an astounding increase of -
signal strength in the 2l-centimeter band--the hydrogen wavelength
prominent throughout the universe,

Then one day, when the huge saucer-antenna was pointed in the
region of the great nebula M31, exceedingly clear, carefully spaced
signals were heard--totally different from the common radio astronomy
incoherent noise emissions, They were immediately recorded on tape.
Al was positive that they originated from some highly intelligent
gource, never intercepted before, because until the radioactive
isotopes were used, no detecting equipment known on earth had been
gsensitive enough to record such signals,

The impulses were distinct, sharp and often varied in intensity,
apparently purposely. Moreover, the same message, running for 40
minutes‘ kept repeating, day after day, for weeks., Several of the
college's beat scientists and cryptographers were pressed into the
huge job of deocoding the message. Each started with the math-
ematical symbol of Pi--3,14159265, a symbol that must be in use to
the ends of the universe, wherever intellect of a sclentific order
exists., This symbol became the key of the message and with the
help of the college's computer, the translation of the message was
effected in a single week--a tour de force of which Al and his
colleagues are proud to this day.

Bereft of all extraneous technicalities, the translation read
somewhat as follows: "After symbol 3,1415....has been repeated
three times, fix (print) the received signals along the extreme
edge of a continuous translucent band, then roll band into a spiral
until you encounter another symbol 3.;415... View this tight
rolled spiral at an oblique engle., This will give a view of our
planetary system and its location 1n our nebula., Ours is the 4th
planet from our star (sun) outward.

The view of the top of the band-roll--in reality a translucent
tape record--brought to light a simple map which showed that the
inhebitants of 4X were located at the very edge of the nebula known
to our astronomers as M31l., The message concluded with:

"We are looking for a planet in a system not too distant that
has the following requirements. (Here followed a technical list
of suitable gravitational, atmospheric, varicus radiations tolerance,
received star (solar) heat near equator of the planet and other
requirement. )

"Our astronomers have noted that a huge, almost-extinct star
is on a positive collision course with our planetary star system,
It is known that it will hit us in 810 (of our) astronomical time
units (1200 earth years). This message is broadcast in all direc-
tions in the hope that there may be a planetary star system that



has a suitable planet“for emigration for our lnhabitants. Ve
already have the means to effect a satisfact 'y evacuation througi.
space transportation to a new home, even if the transfer must

take place over a long time term for as much as 2000 astronomilcal
time units; we can take recourse .to necessary life-suspension of
our inhabitants for that length of time. Please answer our urgent
message, beaming your answer in our directionc

Jhen Al had read and reread the most extraordinary trans-~

. galatic meéssage that had ever been recorded on earth, he fell into

a long and painful reverie,

What was the final answer ? Had the 4X message for urgent help
reached a listening, intelligent world that possessed the required
Planetary system? Or was there no answer %o 4X at all, as there

. .. could never be from our own earth? Sadly Al Alpert looked up the

-distance of the M31 Nebula (Andromeda). He alrcady knew it was
__exceedlngly far away,

It is located 1,600,000 light years distant from the earth-..
thus it took ‘the 4k message over one 2ad one half million years

‘%o travel one way! At the time the extra-galactic SOS started on it:-
way, humans Wwere still savage aborigines and neither space nor ite

i“limitable distances could be ~comprehended by theu,
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Conyright 1960 by Fritz Lc1oer.
Renrinted from Shenrpri-L'Affcires #52
S by permission of Fritz Leiber, Al -
) , " Levis and Dill Serill

“hen I ot my Tirst story published, I savateredl to the lo-

cal ne"sstgam end purchosed a co»ny of toe E 1&5&21ae ith the poke
Taced, indifferent mien of o men 1no’~‘"0u to heve somethlnu to

recd end this crud : mey do as 'ell es Ayt41Qf else. Or »erhowps I
acted as if I d‘been sent to HDuy the nogezine Tor an ecceatric
illi c._.x. S . S -

“hen I got about &« half a block awey I scenned the teble of
contents, s»lit the »Huln peges ot the cpvroximate voint that would
oring me to my story, and holding the mesezine dovm at the level

-

of my knees and & little behind me, I Tearfully opened one eye.

I recognized & phrese I'd labored to shape end it scelded
me vith sheme. * :

There I 1es, neked in »rint.
’

. "2 nce then my reactlons to bzing »uzlisted have groim less
natholog icml. I have evenl on occosion bought conies of & nagazine
znd senf them to Friends (end sent other ;rleads tickler Hostcards)
rith the injunction to read the story by me, it is. great. 3Sut I
still have ghost reactions of emvarressment similar to uﬂ”t first
one. -

It's noturel enoush, in & vay. “hen o writer has o story
published, he exposes himself. Ile leys dovm the story on the table,
tyne- 51de uo, almost o5 if it -ere o »oker hand or e Dgssbolt, and
seye, "That's mine, folks. I Xnow it's not os good as. sonv ena it
mey vc vorse then most, but ot lecst it got puolisned It's in
there "rith 211 the competition cnd I stend by it -- emcent for
the revisions thet stunid editor stuck in. ’ '

"flso, it's me, Tolds,
infelicities o; sreommaer and style
cacey, <11 oy ri idiculous feors
and you'll Tind wits of n
(or Jou'11 ubﬁl you've T
the murders I've COANiuueC

t of rey. All ny net
in thet story, 211 my ignor-
arecms. Dig cround Tn it
e, hints &t 1y gsecret testes
y reve —-- even clues Lo

&4, folks, look, l-uzh end leer.”

. uO ahe

Lo vriter vho hes & story published conmercially does comnit
nimsel?, you knotr, .he does toke o hlunge. He will never efteriords
2e awle vo sav, even to himself, vith cuite the scme couviuncing-
ness of the conme‘ciolly woublished, "Oh, I could hove been a
riter if I'd rented to. Still could e for thot metter, if it

grveren't thot I heve creative outlets I enjOJ norz, Zi-fi. Blkin-
aivinsg. hess. I certeinly couvld -rite u»uuer stufs thon this crud
-- honester, more artistic. Tut I don't ont to work so Lhord for
so snell & return. I don't went to Jncone tre sort of lonely mono—
menice this choreacter Leibder scys most 'writers have to e, Tt
unheclthy.”

8

. .



lieybe it is unheclthy. You coLoa111v run »isks. ©For instence,
o vriter vho hes & story commerciclly »u blished tckes the cheonce of
being .forever rated second~best, or third-rate, or lost in the
rush. He cen no longer be & besautiful possibility. The chences of
bein; remembered even for a . feu yecrs o8 & nlnor figure in the:
lluerary round ere Hretty slin, 4nd once you've solW something,
you're. expected to top it next time, &t leest repeat. Such a
vriter has to .sey in effect, time and hgaln, ”Yes, folks, thot's
all I could think of to sav on that supject, that's all that ceme
to nind., That oo the cle verest »nlot I could constirust, those irere
the most tellldg mﬂQ colorful deteils., The story sesms meager to
you? lleybe it is." To, it's certeinly safer, possibly more satis-
Tying, for any creative artist to work exclusively in the »porcnoid
érecn world each of us corries iuside him; you coa rise rmuch high~
er in it.
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Oiice in aﬁ'Indi*o Is DVTO¢Q e riter necrs froa ¢ reader --
fron "ea oy yo“kln% in & cemetiry ', Yen X-ray techinicieon interest-
ed in nmysticism,” "e blind mon," "e Housevirfe," "amerchznt sea-

non.  Avercging just those Tive presents strmn .e Hroslems,

?he iriter todey cen hardly be sure of enything ehout his
ders. Hé con't even essume thot they knou the wible stories

ree
or tie Crﬂe‘ ayths. He does. laeir ot they lmow simple Iazlish
cor thinl they do. -

Titing for strongers is like bdeing an cctor »nlenked dom
on sitcge center in ¢ HHJﬂ gpotlishit, the theater otheriise larl:,
coad told to Hut on his cet. Fe Zoesn't knor vhat eity he's in. He
doesn't Xanow & thing ebout thet ¢

vdience out there in the shadows
(except thet the »rice of admissioa 1ras 40 or some such numder of
rustles, there arc footstivs in the sécond valcony, someone
coushs nollovly in the wings, the dreneries fle» in the Dox res-
erved for the rhentom. (Yov ronder I irite horror stoxles?)

Sometimes I think I'n vriting for HMertisns.

"M ERCURY"
-ARLevis

Closest »lanet to the sun,
Psycnovmthic nunver one --
Sunside' S full of nolten tin,
Derkside's liguid hydronen;

A »lenet truly schizophrenic:
Hemispheres thermel zad cryogenic.
Preceding moving yet

Meuton's lormulu nset;

Zinstein stenned in --
Shoved my ellinses -o oy
Prodlem's sinple cs &, B, C

A natter of relativity.

ved thre dov,

o
asxr
vy

)

Jd o @
n o

“hat tn ~evy the »lenet into a fit?
There's 2 moon in the systenm Digger then
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THE BALLAD OF WEST AND

by MITCHELL CHEFITZ

O'er the dark: cad _rwesomé deen

A slimy thing of God d4id creen.

A horny hairy head arose S
And in cracked, but stately, nrose
Thanked the Lord that he did make
His one and only great mistake,
It, with eyes of wurple fire

To see clearly in tne mire

All the »rey that might fall
Within raage of any, or all

Its slithering siniewy arms.

It feared not any alarms

Its victims made in their nligat,
For nonewould ever dare fight

The Caltek. :

far away on oprosite shore,

No less frightening for its gore,
Lived a beast of much renute,

A gentle beast. None will refute
The tales of all its goodly deeds,
Its charity to those of needs,

The glorious thihgs that it has done,
And the more so it has just begun.
A lasting symbol of all that's good,
Friendship, commons, brotherhood.

A beast that in its will to live
Mever thought .that it could give
Enough of its body, soul or mind
For the benefit of 21l mankind,

The lMasstek. ' '

And then one fateful eve

The Caltek silently took leave

Of all its ancient hunting grouands.
For it desired to meke its rounds
About the nearby countryside.

Oh the wecmen who have cried

At the toll of the churches chimes
For those dissolved by tine enzymes
Of the Caltek's digestive track.
¥ith its tail it would crack

The bones of all it imight meet,

And in bad manners it would eat

The raw remcins. Oh what disgrace!

It wouldn't even stop to say its grace,

The Caltek.

cAST
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The Masstek trembled and did guake
When the Caltek refused to take

The time to give thanks to the Lord
By moving its feeble vocal chord.
The day 1t neard Masstek did vow
It would make the Calfek bow

To the proper way of life,

1, the tortured mental strife

The lkiasstek suffered in those days!
e éhange from its.peaceful ways
¥Was hard and difficult to do,

But the licsstek always knew

That it wes in no way its fault,
For the Caltek it must halt,

The lasstek. .

The great day began in . a foogpy dawn,
The two beasts lined un on a lawn

That would shortly turn to red.

The Caltek on mankind had fed,

The liasstek in commons had its fill
And was prerared to tame or kill

The Caltek, or die in -the attdck.

Both beasts carefully held bhack .
Until the suh was twelve o clock high,
And then with loud and ringing cry

~ The Caltel lunged its loirer right claw

And grabbed the Masstelk's lower right jaw.
The imsstek fought and Lumbered free,

But it seemed the - Géltek had injured the
Fasstek.

But the liasstek was not flnlshed vet.
In a comeback we will never forget
It staggered as 1f it were 1ill

4s the CalteX moved in for the kill.
The Caltek, in a blind fotol™ PUSu,
F'ell under the unrushing crush

Of volunes of couworns LOOQA

Brupted for the nation's pood!

The kasstek, in its victory

Ordered the Caltek back to'. tqe ‘sea
To stay for evermore

Subdued in filth and gore.

Quite sufficiently overcome,

Its vioient 1life was donu,_

The Caltek. . '



O'er the dark and gloomy deep

A different creature now does creen.
Comnletely changed by victory,

It thanks the Lord quite heartily
That He once found some time to make
His one and only great mistake,

The Masstek.

For cvay on onredite saore,
Leading a v1olent life fio more,
Lives a beast 'of much remute,

A gentle beast: none willirefute
The tales of all its goo ;W deefs,
Its charity to those off needs,

The C, lteﬁ.

MORALY DON'T CUT CLASSES
.« « « by mwHarper

' ¢lasses., He was a Tech freshman who

vanted to learn bv hluself Lectures bored him and recitations

were useless 51nce he qpvld alwavs do the »roblems. So 1t was

a time machine. Of course, all Techmen don't build time machines

during missed classes, but Steve was a strange boy. He not only

believed in time travel but thought so much of wsionics that he

figured to nower his time machine with his mind. However, he

was not particularly fond of using said mind on math. Steve was

an astronomer who thought math useful only to help science,
Anyway, on that Vednesdoy afternoon Steve stenred into his

~... time machine, which looked somewhat like an East Canmnus telerhone

booth and thoug:t about the date January 11, 5461, He had nicked
re date from his random nuiber tables, (which just goes to show
‘the 709 even has a sense of justice.) Steve vanighed from M.I.T.

If that poor freshman hed ever had a chance to see the time
in which he landed he would have viewed an impossible blurred void
in which nothing remalned still, A void, and yet with a resem-
blance to violently dense matter. Steve never opened his eyes.

"As you have seen this afternoon," Professor Hoffman con-
cluded, "mathematics can destroy the world just as completely
as nhysics carn, In 3500 years, as I have just calculated the

expansion rate of a s-hére comprising the world's ponulatlon
w1ll reach c, the ‘speed of light."
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IMPLICATIONS BY HAL CLEMENT




Rile.no Qne fecls s fe ye. in Saying we nove 11 ‘he N
ansvers Lo tae uecivions of soellor evoluiion and she formation
of lanecary sys.ems, there Goes seeir ¢o e a foirly coherent -
nwic.ure emer in fro the clicos, acuitviedly, :wch deJs.il rencins
to be.filled in, cnd it is of course »os ible tiai in trying to do
the filling we will vaise _oints which will force us to scra e
the cwvos—— it's CE¢4elﬂl hcesoened before: but until that sad
event hanpens, I shall take cs a vorking hyJObﬂ881S, in the
development of -science flculon,backbrounds, the "snowball" »icture
of a svar's history. “hile wost weaders of this orticle arobubl
cre familiar with the 1dea, I'a llke to give its outllne to serve
as a skeleton for the resti of <this article,

Briefly, it is assumed vhat a star begins as an extended
clcud of g 5 and dust vivh a certein amount of turbulent motion;
th under the influence of its own ;ravity and the radiatvion
pressure from outside che cloud, it contracts (dis,osal of random
kinetic energy and, in ‘“rulculer, the fote of the engulor momentum
constitutes details which are still hazy; the contrwctlon eventually
r.isc~s the ceatr,l teiderature vo a »Hoint ~'hich permets thermonuclear
re..ctions to occurs, so that contrac.ion eifectiively stoys and
the star s_.ends:a rel-ivively long eriod of time on ithe “unain
sequence,." When the hydro/ on gives out, contracuvion recumes, central
tenneravure rises sitill forther, otvher dliermonuclear reaciions
take over, .nd a relcsively short period of viiie is s_ent vorking
trovch the ¥ or K type giant siva e «bove and o the ri ht of tie
main sequence, until no further exothemic reactions are ossible,
nothing but zrovitational eneryy is left, and a final collapse
occurs vo ‘the vhitc dworf stege. .11e .osition on the main secuence,
and the violent or uliescent nature of the final coll. ..yse, a)gear
to deend on the mozn of the ori inel object. DBelow cbhout wile
P2 Josicion on vhe sequence, an/uvlar onenticl sceus o be consisuvent-,
ly 1.v; oné it is suDpjrosed vhatv tuls s tesn tronceferied, oc.oiblys
by moinevic couling effeccvs, ¢o vhe relatively swall amount of
matter hich never sevelyd into the cenirzl svor ( or vas subsequent-
ly ejeccted from it). Iv .eeus _.ossible that such master would
in turn coalesce inio zloness. If so, vlen * e iy sus_ect (certain-
ly not conclude) shot a majority of st rs of sieccer.l % e later
Tidan EZ D0SLCse planev.ry s, suveus, vhile few if any of ecrlicr
t,2e do.

This narrbws down the possible (?) solar systems I feel free
in using as base for stories. Rigel and Deta L‘;ee are outi,
thouzgh 1% w0uld »e nice to try fto develop planets 2and life forms
viich hed evolved under that flood of ra(latlon. Antares, Lirc,
cnd R Coronze may hxve planeds~- buv the ones whiclhh developed or-
Ginery life cre Pprobably aow insidc the svars. Of course, a race
vaich evolves on am inmncer planct ma Y have migraited to ouibel ones as
the star expanced, e 6Jv8umcn the race woulé have had %o make
night form the subjecs af s SuaPlc'onIan epic. ( Confession: I
used 1 Covenae myself 2 wL-le aacﬁ, in o VoTo Pront," without
any suea sugogestion, The wmoney ror the s3Tory wWas oPeAu a dozen
yeous 450, and I €oi'i prozose 0 pive i hack. I don'w wmind
edaitting that I knew less a3 5xonony then than I do unow.) White
Durarf suns may have planets-- not exvly ones, since those should
have beeir absorboed during the earlier giant stage, tutc the Jovian
fadlly could still be vthere. JusSt how nmuch ¢ifference it would
make or will o Ju.iter or Saturn if-- or wuen—- the sun goes Y
througsh the red wludt and thea whe white avarf Svapcs might also ‘
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be pay dirt type speculation,

Multiple suns are not out, The Castor system offevrs
all the evidence I personally need to feel safe about thé stability
of planetary orbits, if the main sturs of the binary are reason-
ably far apart; and the climate factor is remarkably small., a
Sol-type stor at Saturn's distance frow our sun would add only -
a little over one -percent to the radiation reaching the earth,
which menns that our equilibrium teuperaiture would add only a little
less than one degree Centigrade higher than it is, ( 8 rry, I left
my slide rule at school. You figure it out if youw wané.) With
nice, eccentric orbits for :heé coupaniouv stars, though, some pretty
exotic yplanevs cen be worked out.

One bit of fun offered by this snowball hypdthesis has
not, to my knowledge, appeared in a story yet. There is nothing,
as far as 1 know, which says that the initial cloud from which star
and plenetary system controcted had to have any particulur minimum
size. 1If anything, I'd be inclined to supwose that the small
ones would greatly outnumber the lorge ones. " This is certainly
true along the maln secuence. This would suggest that the golaxy
may be well stockcd not only with nonluminous "stars® but with
objects we could only describe as sunless planets.

Of course these "planeis® would be frozen, useless chunks
of solid methane, amdsonid, and hydrogen, without a chunce for life--
humf. If you jump to that conclusion, don't try writing sclence
fiction, :

Sters are ejeciing matver. Novae and supernovae exglode; T
Tauri and Deva Lyrae st.rs shed gas steadily by inertizl and gravita-
tional processes. ‘The clouds of interstell.r matter don't. consist
exclusively of hydro _en, and stars which have coalesced more recently
from these clouds seem to have a higher percentage ¢f heavy elements
in them than older st.rs.. ’Weli, heavy elements include radioactives.

I haven't the slightest.trouble in hypoithecating a mass . .
which contained enough U-238 to raise its Geuperature cbove the ™
boiling »oint of hydrogen and methane long before it would have
reached a state where fusion reactions got wtorted;, a mass, therefore
‘which distilled itself into a b 11 of high-melting mevcl oxides and
silicates lilie Barth or llars-~- the heat coming from within instead o f
without. Once solid, the teuperiture would fall at a r.te determined
by the half-life of the principle he. .t-.source-— four and a half
billion years for U-2%8., Flease note that the absolute teuperature
would not drop fifty percent in that four and -a hilf billion years---
far from i%t. Remeuver ine Stefan--Bolizuana rule, The teuperature
would ner - easily remain betwveen two hundred eightfan§ chree hundred
eighty degrees selvin for a period on the order of 10 “ye .rs; to ahead
and check ny figures. Ve have .. sunless, ‘Darth-type planev l..sting
culce long enough for life, and intelligence, to develop,

I huave such a sbtory parcly done--have had for a couple of
ve rs, in fecv. If I cin ever thiuk of a good punch line, I'll
finish it; but if anyone else wants to work on the sawe background,
and geis his effort published first, 0. K. 3 he hos my blessing. If
anyone checks my figures—- which I'ma corefully not »utting in detail
into this article-- and finds I!ve pnlled some scrv of howler, he can
publish that fuct, too. I'll forgive him; anyone who likes to play a

%



games shouldn't mind losing occasionally,

P

Through Tiue and Space With Perdinand Froghoot:

In, 2102, Ferdinand Froghbot singlehandedly halted o wiox of
racial exverndinacion «moly; tiae navive s of Rorbazl III ihe Gouidinant
rioce, Teovheied ovipaicus reptilisns, was spiit inso tuo tribes
voiicn wore ot oonce V’ll sious ond plliticol grOLJlﬁf‘. Belng an

s oviparowus r..ce, Ttue ?"ZIanu waiversally-revered the egg =8 the seat
' of all lire., Hven he few clans of nuﬂle 1s ure .ved ez s with rel-
igious heatIeueSb, alitheugh they aad 20 ChuﬁﬂnCtlono whatscever

. abouv enting Ln ~duit., Both tribes -~greed that the qlcﬂest honor
thet could possibly be - iven a per.on w s The 1¢yldb G 2N e, .
s with the havcl lln”'uo be nomed witer the honured belnL. But chey
- dige reed (UD 1vhe mesic@s of this rivusl ha.ching. ' fhe ﬁauzoon
tribe believed i bUr‘l”P the eggs in sand and then le“v11g Gaen
untended until che momern t of huoteiding, as their oxncedgtors-had
~done for millenia. - The Barfl_ns, however, were just os firmly in
favor of the use cf thie wout wodern incubation equioment. - The Bar-
xrifian,saccvse&‘ the Dazs00.s Vf Ilagr nt egg-obandonsent, Thej o
< vazzoons retorted | Lotlv that the Larfians were- v1olau10ng the-lav g
of mnaiture.” AHOIy nIr of ettermlnaulon thxewue”eh,. '
” 1 ¢

Hlhen Frd% bOC‘uue 3ea into the alcﬁure. Calling the greatest
1leaders: of  both Trifes vopether, he bebmn to speak. Never beiore
had such -eloguence’ Pedu heaxd dn Rorhzazl., He spoke with great
feeling .bout reli_icvs ~nd 501enu1f10 toleiance., Te tovched civ the
glorloL 268 of vhe two trives, and s oke jlowingly cho.ot their
undoubtedly e g“.flcent future -~1f only they aveoided deuiroyiag
eack obher. e tallied A¥out love of ‘rece.and .lanes. At first
the lecters nerely ~lovered atv e.cl ovhor:, CPaeny caun lt ubfbﬁl%he
fire of the-znecch, they oebwn to fidg uas Bawgion present hid te-
cowe irrevdcé:ibly cowlidi.ed GO uﬂﬁ cause ¢f pe-ce. . “rophoou 130ked
around tite roon % their faces, sul suv that he had succecded. - wue
. concluded hiis s:zeech by lig ting the advinbey cs to ve obtaidda by
sgace Jdﬁ.drlbnuoblp,.ffd then st down. He veceived o seanding
ovation, o : RTIN

’
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Why have our expeditions to the stars failed so far? I doubt
that I'11 come up with the answer. I do have a theory, but it's a
_1little.out of my field. After all T was hired as a psychologist
and if I seriously propose what sounds llke science fiction...
well,,.I would Just be finding an original way of losing my Job here,

I was brought in specifically because of the Iwelfth Expedition
--the one where they sent Le Bourneuf out alone, The others, when
they were heard from at all, would babble about anything from
incredible lonliness to invisible monsters, but they all had one
thing in common-——~they all said that they felt that something hated
them; or at l-ast resented their intrusion, and was threatening them,
sometimes actually attacking them, although they could never say
what 1t was that was attacking.

Dr. McCleod had pretty well satisfied himself that these fears
were symptoms of paranoia--projection, groundless fears, persecution,
and all the rest--and was busily theorizing about what might be
causing this, He could throw out any ideas about monsters actually
attacking our expeditions, of course--—after all, hostile beings
beyond the orbit of Pluto only exist in the pages of certain
magazines, and, besides, if one Wwere being attacked, he should at least
be able to describe what the crecture was that was attacking him,

Then the Twelfth Expedition went out, and I was brought in to
heop analyse the message Le Bourneouf sent back before he disappeared--
because it did not fit into the pattern, I still play the tape
every few days trying to tie it in with the previous ones, but the
only thing I've come up with is cra,y--I know it couldn't be true,
but I can't find any other satisfactory explanation.

As you probably remember, Le Bourneuf had been a painter,
That was one of McCleod's ideas in as much as an artist, used to
living a solitary life, would be less apt to be bothered by the
lonliness out there--less apt to "go off his rocker" as McCleod would
so pungently put it., Well we've all heard the Le Bourneuf tape by
now and, while it may be no more sane than the others, it certainly
is different.

As it starts off, he is describing the colors——colors he's never
seen before--as best he can in terms of pigment...quite a switch
from the other tapes where, if there's any mention of color at all,
it's only that there is none--just the endless blackness we would
expect to be out there, Le Bourneuf saw colors though, and in addition

/8



2z gaw souwpesition, He talks for ﬁhe greater part of the reel about
c‘e forms he gees -~subt11 shifting, and. in his words, leading %to
g SerE of g,eau r compgsition, il s rusall :

Suddenly he breaks off, then returns, muttering about something
-~-gome "element'~—that he doesn't understand. He talks aboutl some
completion that he sees coming, describing 1t angrily as belng P
impossible in terms of any composition Qhe has learned, Then he”
' starts shouting-—raving as McCleod puts it--about being a witness
te scrme eatirely new form of art--notning monstfous~~“ust something
33 nsver seen befor e,pc :
nere the tape ends. So far nobody Has been able to make any
ense out,of and...i'm yvobably no exception, My theory is admit-
edly ereL¥y,.but. I can't helyp wonaem.qg.,,whau sort of thing ooula
only oy 2 painter ¥ SRE R :
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"Weloomo o the Arnold Air Devclopment Center,"

"Thaniz you, " repiied Cempbull -rith a smile. "T greatly appreciate this op-
portunity ©o soe your facilities.” He. sat down in the chair that had been of-
farad Lim. T ' ' '

Amal1fi leaned back in his chai:r and gaied speculatively at the
other man., "I understand that you are particularly interested in
our work on manrned orbital vch;clesn

"Ah, yes., My readers seem to be fascinated with that aspect
o7 your work here; as a matter of fact, my purpose in visiting
wn2 Center is to gain mcre facts about Project Dyna-Soar for an
ariicle that i'm writing."

"You have quite an unusual magazine, Mr. Campbull," said Amalfi
with a slight smile, "I've been a reader of yours for years, and
T must admit that I've found your magazine rather—-ah--interesting,
AVshough, ”he continued with an odd, far-away look in his eyes,
‘you haven't been Yery easy on us sclentists over this psionics
tuginess recently, His laugh sounded a bit forced, but Campbull
seamned notb to nonlcec' ’ :

"ot to meﬁtion the Dcan device," chuckled'Gampbull "I
gue‘,'- have g*ven Organlzed 501ence somethlng of a hotfoot. But,
"al J{l‘rg I =

"Welll" said Amalfi’briskly, interrupting Campbull., '"We'd
better not waste any more time, I'll start things off by having our
Chief Project Engineer show you our facilities, beginning with the
large ot wind tunnel, It 's not too far away-—-only about a half a
mile--=. and I'1ll. send someone along =s a guide," So saying, he
HAuded Tor an aide.

As the door swu“g silently shut bshind Cambull's retreating
Tiagure, Amalfi leaned forward and pressed a key on the communicator
beiore him. "Reynolds herey" said a tiny voice after a moment.

»,,”He‘s on his way," sald,Amalfi brusquely. "It's in your hands

"OX, Chief. You can coudt on me,"

"Umn," replied Amalfi thoughtfuliy, as he switched off the com-
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"You must be Mr, Campbull, " said Reynolds, pumping Campbull's
hand energetically., "I'm Reynolds, Project Engineer, Dr. Amalfi
said you'd be interested in seeing bne of our wind tunnels’“h

"Yes," wheezed Campbull, reaching for an inhalator,'"that would
be fine." .

The pair walked toward an open door at the side of the huge
tunnel as Reynolds talked, "This is the largest wind tunnel.we have;
58S you can seey 1t has a diameter of 27 feet, it's 650 feet iong,
and it cen produce wind velocities of over 3,600 mph, - W& use it to
test the atmospheric flight characteristics of mocked—up orbital
capsules, As a matter of fact, we have one such capsule inside
right now, Would you like to see it?” he asked just as they -reached
the open door,

Campbull nodded assent, and they both entered. Inside, 1t
was dim and cool, The tunnel for some reason, didn't seem to be
properly 1it, and it took a few seconds for Campbull’s eyes to adjust,
He stood in the middle of the tube, starlng at the vast grey walls
curving over him,

"This is certainly very impressive," said Campbull, turning to
face the door, A shock awaited him, The massive, alr-tight door was
closed, He whirled around, noting for the first tlme that the tunnel
was empty, that there was no mock-up capsule,..

He began to pound on the door, .but the sound was. soon, drowned
out by the howling gale that swept:through the. tunnel'

‘1
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"I'm afraid that’s just about it," said Amalfi, shrugging
helplessly, to the- detectlve. "He just wandered off, in the wrong
direction. I doubt that you'll find much of his body, though,
What W1th his being blown into the compressor bladeso,,

% ‘* * ‘* sé*_ "X' % % 3* o o ok

..u..and that's the end of Campbull," said Amalfi dramatically,
as he concluded his address before a small: group of . -enthusiastic,
dedicated men. > e .

. At this: the group broke into loud and prolenged cheering,
The chairman banged his gavel repeatedly for order.
‘ "Really, 5entlemen,’ said “the chairman, "we must have order.
A1l of us are naturally exuberant over the magnitude of our great
victory today, but still this is hqrdlx.a proper way for the member
of the Ant1~Psionics League to act. -
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by Am‘hony P. Lewzs

G/oribusm‘-S‘éc’y of the Most Noble Etc.

Minutes: the Mlnutes of the Society ale a pr1ce1ess treasure .

Committeg
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trove of trivial details. They have been written and ,
filed away by a iong line of Honourable Secretaries’ Af
unquestionable integrity, Only minor compromlses with
the Truth have ever been permitted; we regarc ‘these as
Artistic License rather than rewriting of History. The
llinutes must be humourous, 7This is an unwritien law,
It is unwritten becCause no Secretary ever “toolk the
trouble to write it downe
: We have many. various. committces as vie _have found Lhem
the least effective method of getxlng ‘work cone..
41s6, having a number of committees gives everyone
a chance to be a realo-trulo committee chairman, ‘
This will bolster an.ego badly in need, of bolsterlng

(see Institute), At present there are ' five badly °
'funct1on1ng committees,

- Theftcomm: This is the pub11C1tY comm1ttee~ it was’
originally set up to steal the Bonestell murals at
Science Park., It has not yet done so, This-
comnittee was called FWeekomm by J.iartin Graetz; no
one listened to him, Theficomm has .slowly grown in -
power taking over'the functions of Compost (formerly
Poster Comnittee), Beecomm (the ex-Feeler Committee).
and the old old Publ_czty Cormittee, - Someday ‘the -
Science Riction Society will be a sub51dlary of
Theftcomm. Such is 1life,

Libcomm: The Library Commitiee takes care of “our
sacred books and magazines, namely it stamps them



Sc;ence r;Ctloﬂ Soci ety of 13T and then forgets
about them, . Thi's committee developed from the

Zeppel uommlttee° Xeppel was eglstrar of ult;rature-
'moze about. i.r. Keppel later, .

* Moocomm :* The comnittee shows all the good" stf mov1es
ever made, such &s: The.Day the Barth-Stood 8till;
.The Day . thn Bath Stood. bt111 -and’  The Day the harth
Stood Stiil, “The origins of thiS nefarious
organ1zat1on 3ie hidden in the mists of time, It is
better fo* ouxr ”anﬂxy that we do not know any more
about it. ‘ -

War Councilz: ,ho Noble Urganization was originally

set up to contend with the Fouatainhead of Evil on
Campus Fere (Fech) known to the uninitiated as

- Inscomm, .itore xz2ccnily it has expanded its activ-
ities to P%ghx ng tre Good Fight agalnst our own

- journalistic parocy..- -the Lech0 It also gets
bookcases for the Library. -

Jourcomm: is the Jourral of the MITSFS Committee.
It-tries to publish a magacine, So far it has not,
- (It has now-ed,) This: committee was set up in
response to aa idea of Mz. . Gernsback. - The Ravin
gsVe up Theftcomm to become- Bditor,:

Dormant Comiitices: 3anquonr, forHGV1y Bankomm, plans

~ how to wastc the Societ y's ill-gotien gains on food,.
;. 3very year we revive it 1n time fo: *Hc Annual
MﬁTS‘_ Banqucyq- e 2 Ci
' ) Pﬁlcvomm 3 the Comovlation
committec-is sufoos’o to compile Jlsts of the
best stf bdoks oiito. keep-a. record: .of. the stuff
in® our Libr ary—:f‘forgny which’ one is fthe real job.

?

'ffj Flushed Committoes: hnochomm.iwas assigned  to procure

" -a gavel. for tic Society. . I t did, Actually, it also
got a sounolng teazd. '
arnslcomm: hanalec the SFS
booth at the ATC. carrivwal over-the strenuous
obJectloﬁc.of -Lb-akomm -A H;exonymous Machlne was

/\
~ C,
-

President’ of thg' quu‘* sy,htc Rescaxch Sb61cty.,
~ We manage? to 105_ money on Hhe deal. Flush
SE Carnaicomwc'-' -
Whoosh”omm- the Rochef _
- Lommittee did - eyt*cmcly “ittle even for a committee
of the Hobtle SﬂClCly *L was flushed,
S arcccorim: a- -large commlttee
convened to wr*tb a 1cttcr to John W, Canpbell,
+of rcpute, It did, Fe finaliy” answered it. TooO bad.
Various other- defunct commitices such as- carc,
‘correspondence, convention; program, executlvc
microfilming, publications, and literary once ixisted.
‘They are now onc with the snows of ycesteryear,

The ncewspeak method of nonenclatur1ng comnittecs was
adapted 22 Movember 1957, Therce is once other organiz-
ation worthy of note: The Vengeance Biect., This Sccret
Organization, striking terror into the hearts of
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evildoers, secks to recover books taken from our Library
and placed in Unofficial Library Annex One ( Bob Brodsky's
room ), During normal times Vergeltungsflotte is under
the command of Zibcomm; in times of trouble, when the
Forces of Bvil gathesy the War Councii assumes command.

Characters: the number of characters in the Society is large

will

and only the most important are listed below.

Crober T. Zeppel: the most famous character of them
all., Crober was Lord High impotentate of the
Society among his other titles, A full biography
is included in the Minutes of 21 May 1954 for thosc
who arc nosy. He is one of the only members of the
Socicty allowed to place a pediment above his door,.
He once paid his dues with a silver doliar frozen
in a block of ice, He sometimes attends banquets
wearing a kilt and accompanied by his wife, who has
been having a long and running foud wibh lsaac Azimov,

Jerry Wenkecr: was awarded a crest consisting of an
or and sablc monad by the Socicty for his Outstanding
Work,

William J. Sarill: the only pseudomember the Soc1ety
has ever had., Fe never quitce made it to quasi-
member, 3ill is a real fan(atic) about stf. He is
at WBLENEASLALA Tufts,

Miller: established the famous millermotion, This has
been the basis of the Society's cethical code for
18,000 yeaxrs,

William: an arbitrary name assigned by the erudite
Socicty to the Magazine of Fantasy and Science
Fictinn.

A.Robert Brodsky(ARB): keeper of the Library Annex,
Subject of the Second Attempt to Upset the EHearst
Precedent. National Sciencc Foundation Bellow,

Anthony K, Lewis: the only officer who ran against
a plant for the office of Secrctary. Almost
defeated,
We have a Faculty Adviser, Professor Norman Holland. You
probably never sce him. This was the condition he insis-~

ted upon beforc beccoming our Raculty Adviscr,

have
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e once had by-laws as well as a constitution but they

all been repealced.

Rubber rimmed whecls are tyres not tires,

Richardson ilotion: All members of the Socicety shzall be

called Richardson,

Joe Eearst Precedent: the Chair cannot cnicrtain a motion

to flush members of the Society.

Galbraith liotion: § of the Society's trcasury shall be

sct aside for the purposc of taking
pictures of real spacceships on distant
planets.

Shinnick Motion: That Alan Robert Brodsky shall be drawn
and quartered in a suitable science-
fictional manner. Note that this is not
a contradiction of the Joe Hearst Preccdent,

Millermotion: the most famous motion of them all. Only



Miller is allowed to move that the mecting

be adjournced., There have been some attempts

to circunvent this in the past but the Forces
i " of :Good, .will Triumph in the End,

e had‘once consad;rcd publishing- a fanzlne Oncc in a Blue
lMoon., Notbing was ever c¢one about itgs.w .

The Treasury should contain one ¢ ) v“nad*an Nickel (2947)

!  as a momento of the first sif film:shown oh campus.® :On sccond
thought, it might be in the Arch;vgs, or it nmight have been lost.

s The Treasury oncc had as much as 5¢ by anonyrous donation but it
was seni as part of the price for a sct of E.P.Lovecraft books
which have not yet arrcived.

We have microfiims of aSF from 1930 to 1939 or thcrcabouts,
Unfortunately, no one se:ms to know where they are at the present
time, There arc many thcoFics and runours about it, We hope to
sdlve the problem this year. Successiii We found them.

This trash written by ARLewis '
26 Septcember 1959 and fixed up 13 January 1960

Y
* * * * * * * * * . % 3 *

UVENUS"!

Closcest planet to the Barth-

. - Nearly matching her in girth,
The spatial orbit of planet two
Describes a circle almost truce

A nonth's a dey on planet twoj
Seven days lgst a full yecar through,
This dotun still is tinged with doubt:
The cloud shiield keeps our probcrs out—

SDCCtLOSCODGS cennot pierce, with 1;ghu,
“1gn nlbedo'd mist so bright,
The hothouse effcct of the atmosphcre
i Of C02 Zarth flesh would scar,

Oft.ytlept our planct's twin-
This analogy is rather thin,
ARLecwis



DL

conducted by.Jon Ravin'and Bill Sarill

Dear Mr. Rav1n, ((yup, «"Deaf Jon" letter!))

Th Ouotlng SgriTl to the effect that I_"do not write for
fanzinesg" “you malze me (unlntentlonclly, I'm sure) sound -
as - tﬁﬁugh am too money—mad to wrlte for love.'“ »

Not at all

Shéll e rev1se the ouote 4o say I cannot uriﬂeﬂfor
feazines aﬂd that we shall define a fanzine' as any
puollcetlon which wantg ‘me- to “rlte ”1thout pay.

T 11terally o not he#e the tlne. Because of “lack of

time 'I,am forced to turn down a great many propositions

that do offer to pay modey. If I were pald for everythlng

I have been aswed to..urite.. that .I. cqu;un~t write,- . Louldn't
have to wrlte vhat I do write. ((how s that: agaln.))

If you.. want ‘some time from me, you 4111 have to - Drlﬂg me

blood from a turnip in vayment. It's the” only wvay. ({(We
can almost do it, thanks to a sugrestion from Dr._ﬂllllamq
C. Boyadl)) s R '

" - . RN lr/ ot / ) “
: (OECZ'//  -¢/4?73

S Asimov
PS. Besides, the whole purvose of an ariateur publication is
to give amateurs practice in riting. hy-do you vant to Till

pages with material from a tﬂred ¢ofeso10nal? ((Hint to mem-
bers: ve agree.))

Dear Bill,

You're very welcome to use "I Write for Strangers'" and
"Fans and DOMnoeat" in the Journel of the MIT SF Society.
And of course I'll be interested in secing the issues in which
they appear.

I'm glad to hear about the Journal being launched. Such
a vublication should help sf and our collective imagination.
0ddly enough, in these days of sf dreams come true (the roclret,




the robot, nuclear power, sun-pover cells, beamed energy,
search begun for intelligence elsewhere in the universe, etc.)
there is danger of sf itself suffering & blight, due to a
01rcumstcnce of publishing.

It's this: With the current decline of sf megazines and
rise. of pociketbook sf, the stories published will be determined
more and more by conventional fiction editors and less and less
by sf-oriented types like Gernsback and Campbell. Short stories
and novelets will be slighted, since most readers prefer novels.
Stories with strong simple humen interest, convential sf
backgrounds, and at most a light freight of extrapolation and
sociel message will largely be preferred to and selected over
stories with original science-ideas, technological spheculations,
_serious attempts at prediction--in short, the sort of stories
- Astounding once classed as novae.

Already originel paperdack SL is oeglnning to overshadow the
magezines, A sitory like my own Deadlj Moon" (Fantastic, Nov. 60)
which to me struck out in a new sf direction, passes almost
unmoticed. Most paperback editors would like to see s reduced
to the status of the tough detective story, say--variations on
a standardized plot. People who select material for the mass
media (TV, movies, paperbacks) understandably want material
with predictable wide anveal, vhich usually turns out to mean
material very similar to that ia past successesgs——1hiich may be
fine for the mass media, but is certainly lousy for sf, vhere
orlglnalltj and fearless thinking are pretty much everjthlng.

It's my hope that mags like the Journal will demonstrate
the existence of a specialized sf audience and help reverse
(or rether reasonably check) the current trend.

I'd have responded to your letter a couple of days earlier,
but I've just been meeting a deadline on a long novelet for
Fanatstic...the best Fafhrd-Mouser piece (I think) I've done to

date. ]
/égykbéé—‘

ﬁﬂ

LAST MINUTE OBSERVATIONS
by R&S

\/W%e/

Well, this rounds: out the first ish of THL TUILIGHT ZINE. We'd
espe01a11y like to thank qugo Gernsoack, 'ritz Leiber, and Hal
Clement for theilr contributions and active interest in the Jour-
nal. Ye're sorry if some ©f the stencils are somewhat illegible,
but this is the first time around for =11 of us except for Levis
and Sarill.

If you're in the area, please drop by for a meeting —-- they're
held eviy Friday that school is in session at 5:00 pm in the
Spofford Romm (room 1-236)

LI | . ¥

27



The lettercol next ish uill probebly be longer ~- hint hint hint,
The main puroose for a letter columit in the first issue (aside of
printing Fritz Leiber's kind letter) was to be nasty to fLA¢ gadd

PRELAL hsimov,

We'd like to thank Jon Gestetner for the use of his Gestetner (if
thet's at 211 clear). Yes, Gestetner of Cestetner's Gestetner. Gaa.

Next issue mey contain a complete technicel report on the Dean
Drive (Drov1ng that it's:Evil Incarnate, navoe°) It seens uhat
e junior is doing it for his 8.09 project. The Truth Revealed!(? )

Having run out of time, space, and ideas, we'll now conclude., !
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